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I haven’t got one this month. It’s not compulsory.

Vacuums do not necessarily have to be filled.
WILLAND CHURCHYARD

You may be unaware that the churchyard is no longer available for burials because it is at its maximum capacity, although there may be one or two families who have permission to use ‘space’ in an existing plot. Because of this capacity situation, Mid Devon District Council has been asked to ‘adopt’ the churchyard, which makes them responsible for its upkeep. To this end, on 19th May, they performed what is called a ‘topple test’ on all headstones, from a health and safety point of view. This test was not performed on the churchyard when the cemetery was checked three or four years ago.  

As a result of this latest test, they have concerns about a number of headstones but contacting the families is very difficult, because of the age of the graves. Therefore, it was suggested the names be published in this magazine, to try to locate a family member.  The names are as follows:

                    John William Edwards, November, 1977

                    William Harnell, May 1972

                    Robert Thomas Snow, August 1966

                    Leslie John Spearing, 1962

                    William H. Davey, 1955

                    William Laurence Robjohns, December 1992

                    Jane Mary Maunder, May 1944 and

                    Elizabeth Ware, March 1916 
Relatives of any of the people named, or anyone who may know an address of a relative, is asked to contact the Parish Clerk, Trish Harrogate at St. Jullita, Gables Road, Willand, Devon, EX15 2PL, telephone number 01884 34285, or email willandclerk@willandmatters.org.uk    Thank you.
TOUR OF BRITAIN

Devon and Somerset County Councils have revealed full details of the South West Tour of Britain cycle race stages, which will take place on Thursday 17th and Friday 18th September.  The two race routes will cover a total of 346kms and pass through a number of towns and villages in Somerset and Devon, including Willand. 96 internationally elite cyclists, including a Great Britain team, will tackle six gruelling climbs through the picturesque landscape of the two counties. For more information about the South West stages, visit www.southwesttourofbritain.co.uk                                                            D.C.C.
LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Brian. I wonder if the kind people of Willand can help me? I am the South & South West representative for the Papillon (Butterfly dog) rescue. Perhaps I can explain briefly what we do. For example, we recently rescued three dogs from the same house who were kept penned up and just let out ‘for a wee’, then straight back into the pen! Then there was a three-legged 10 year-old who is still waiting to be re-homed, an 8 year old who stood for two hours whilst I cut knots out of his coat and not a murmur from him. 
Then a 14 year old that we had to shave the coat off, like the three legged one, because it was so matted. All the dogs have to go to the vets to be checked and any necessary treatment carried out before we can re-home them. The 8 year old had eleven teeth out and other dental work. Of course, this all requires money, so to help raise funds, I am making pet beds. BUT, I have run out of materials!! Would you be so kind and ask - through the magazine – if anyone has any;   Duvets (it doesn’t matter if you have spilled your tea on them, as I cut them up and wash them) Pillow cases – any design. Curtains/Material/Cottons – any colour. The beds are then sold at dog shows or to anyone who is interested. Thankfully, we do not have a great number of Papillon come into rescue but I would very much appreciate any help your readers can give to get our ‘little Butterflies’ fit and healthy again. Thank you so much,                                              Pat Clarke  01884 38797 – I can collect.
Time is like a bomb – it ticks.

WILLAND CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

The sun is shining and whilst most of the residents of Willand are dusting off their BBQs, finding local gas and briquettes suppliers, I am sat here fast forwarding  - summer holidays, Halloween, Bonfire night, thinking about (dare I say this in June?) Christmas…..As a Parish Councillor, I have been talking to a number of potential suppliers about illuminating Willand at Christmas.
We are limited to where we can install the lights due to the existing power supply, health & safety and funding, making the task challenging. I am sure we would all like the lights to be installed along the B3181 from one end to the other end of the village. As a Council, we like to reassure you we spend your money wisely. As everything, the Christmas lights have a cost and on average it’s £2.00 per household per year.  You may wish to see the money spent on other items to enhance the village instead. If you wish to comment or make suggestions including ways of fundraising, please feel free to e-mail me on richard.phare@willandmatters.org.uk or the Parish clerk.          Richard Phare
When you receive a compliment, believe it.

WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH
We would like to thank everyone who regularly supports our coffee mornings and who came to the Cream tea in June. The Methodist group of churches will soon be joining into a larger group to include our churches in Wellington.  We recently held an evening event with our friends from there to raise funds for the Al Sharooq School for blind children. The school is near Bethlehem and was damaged in the war. For a time, the children were not able to go to school because of the damage.
There has to be something different with the weather this year, everyone expects it to rain when the Devon show is on and it didn’t. I hope it is fine as usual for the Mid-Devon show on July 25th. It is often difficult to find anywhere to just sit down and find some shade at these events.  You will find plenty of both and tea and cakes in the Churches tent. There will even be some entertainment, puppets and Motorbikers (not at the same time).Look forward to seeing you there.                                                                         Rev Paul Booth

Life is like a roll of toilet paper. The closer
 it gets to the end, the faster it goes.
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

Our AGM was held on 1st June and it was good to see Anne Hawkins, Headteacher at Willand School, there. The school has now appointed a representative to the trustees, Michelle Jagger. Present trustees remain the same, except for the Over 60’s rep, where Michael Howe has replaced Kath Thomas. We would like to thank Kath for the work she has done as a trustee over the past couple of years. Brian Thomas was re-elected as Chairman, Tony Wills as Secretary, Carol Allan as Treasurer and Joan Levett as President and John Crocker was elected as Vice-Chairman. As you may know, the Village Hall is a registered charity run by trustees, who have to follow the rules of the Trust Deed drawn up by the Charity Commission. We still have a vacancy on the trustees for a member of the public. Organisations/clubs which regularly use the Hall for social or recreational purposes can apply to the trustees to have a representative on the committee and hence a say in the running of the Hall. Please contact me or the Secretary for further information about this.

The past year for the Hall has been quite busy. Although our bookings continue to be steady, our expenditure last year was £4000 more than our income. We had to refurbish the floor in the main hall and replace the top windows in the hall to increase ventilation – both major items of expenditure. Last year also saw our fuel bills increase dramatically and they will be even higher this coming year. We increased the hire charges in April 2009, the first increase for two years but our prices are still extremely competitive when compared with other local village halls. The trustees have agreed to look at the charges annually in future, instead of biennially. We do try and keep all charges to the absolute minimum, especially for village groups and residents.

We will be looking at repairing the car park soon, but first have to remove the remains of the tree trunk near the Youth Club. (Please see the letter about the car park elsewhere in the mag).

Mary Isaac’s whist drives are still continuing, usually on the fourth Tuesday of the month. Her numbers have been dwindling lately, so why not go along and try a game or two? She has some very good prizes and you may get to meet some new friends. We would like to thank Mary and her small team of helpers for their hard work and commitment.

We are also still collecting newspapers in the shed at the end of the car park. We take these to the mill in Cullompton and receive payment from both the Mill and MDDC (as recycling credit money). This is shared between the Village Hall and the Short Mat Bowls Club, which helps keep the shed tidy and with loading up the tractor.
We have a couple of new activities going on at the Hall. There is a new Tai Chi Class for beginners on Monday afternoons from 2.45 to 3.45 and a Martial Arts class, including kick boxing, on Sunday afternoons. You might also like to try Salsa dancing on Thursday mornings. For more details of these classes, please contact Tony Wills on 34782 or me on 33828.                     Carol Allan
If you don’t have a window in your timetable,
 escape through the door.
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The Committee and Willand School have agreed the following statement in order to clarify the situation over the use of the Village Hall car park for the purpose of dropping off or collecting children attending the School.

From the Village Hall perspective, the car park is a private car park. Its primary use is for those who hire the Village Hall, the Tennis Club and the Youth Club. The Village Hall is a registered charity and elected members to the committee are therefore trustees and are responsible to the charities commissioners in the way they run their affairs and discharge their duties. Parents who use the car park to drop off or collect their children attending the School are the largest single user of the Village Hall facilities and the only group who don’t pay a rent or contribute to its upkeep. There are occasions when this use of the car park impacts on those who have hired the Hall but are unable to park or go about their business because the car park is otherwise full. There is genuine concern over the sheer number of cars and an accident that is waiting to happen.

From the Schools point of view, the School receives funding that has strict rules attached as to how it can be spent. It is the responsibility of parents as to how they take their children to School. The funding the School receives only applies to children on the School premises, or on an approved outside School activity or outing and the provision of parking to assist parents falls outside the Schools remit. The governing body and PTFA take a similar stance and feel any money they make fund raising should go toward the School or the children and not the Village Hall.

Situations like this tend to evolve over a period of time and we can trace this one back to the days when Wilf Saunders was Head Teacher at Willand School. Wilf came to an agreement with the Village Hall Committee of the day to have free parking for the parents to drop off or collect their children attending the School. In return, he organised a Christmas concert in the Village Hall, where the School children gave an evening’s entertainment and the proceeds from the evening were given to the Village Hall as recompense for the parking arrangement. This could be where the mis-conception about free parking comes from. It is this arrangement which we are currently looking at to see if it can be resurrected. We are looking for an idea for an annual fund-raiser at the Village Hall which we hope the whole community can support, so that some revenue begins to flow back toward the Village Hall for the services it provides. If you can offer help or have any useful ideas, please let us know.

In the meantime, if you are one of those parents using the car park, please exercise great care, for the safety of all the children.

Brian Thomas,
Chairman, Willand Village Hall Committee

Anne Hawkins, Head Teacher, Willand School
Don’t rush to be early or you may be late 

sooner than you expected.
FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL
Events at Coldharbour Mill in July and August:

UFFCULME SCHOOL ART EXHIBITION  (to end of August).
COACH OUTING TO GLOUCESTER  Monday 6th July - phone 01884 840370 or 01884 840359 to book, or call at the Mill Shop.
SUMMER QUIZ  Friday 17th July, 7.30pm in the Old Stables with Quizmaster Peter Walter. £5 includes a light supper & liquid refreshments  –  all welcome!

FIBREFEST Saturday 22nd & Sunday 23rd August. A festival of desirable textiles; gorgeous yarns to knit and weave with; fleece and fibre to spin and felt; animals to admire, plus a range of inspirational workshops & talks Wednesday 19th – Monday 24th, including crochet, tapestry, knitting, dyeing, felt-making.  Advance booking essential.  For full information & booking form, please ‘phone 01884 841442 or 01598 752490 or visit website: www.fibrefest.co.uk
BANK HOLIDAY STEAM-UP  Sunday 30th & Monday 31st  August, 10am – 4pm (Engines in steam from 11am).  Plus tours of the Mill.
You’re never beaten until you admit it.
C.A.M.E.O.

We have had a very successful couple of months with six new members joining and several prospective members. At our May meeting, Mr. Whitton from Whitton and Laing, Auctioneers, brought along 12 items which we had to value and date. We were pretty hopeless and will never make our fortunes in the antiques business but it was great fun. There were 44 members at the meeting and after a cup of tea, we all sat round in a big circle and identified ourselves and gave a very brief history of our lives so far - nothing too risqué came out though! This was a good way of introducing our newer members to the Group and getting to know each other and that is what Cameo is all about - hence the name - Come And Meet Each Other. In June, we had two ladies from the beauty counter at Debenhams in Taunton, demonstrating how to take care of our skins and apply make up. Sandra bravely acted as a model and we were able to sample lots of lotions and creams - the anti-wrinkle cream was very popular - I wonder why? It was a lovely demonstration and they donated their fee to Cancer Research. We rounded off the evening with a quiz. Betty reported on a very successful holiday to Cambridge by the "Singles" Group and told of some of the amusing incidents that had happened. Not everything was revealed though. They went into Cambridge and had a tour of the city on the hop-on hop-off tourist bus and then into the Cambridge Botanical Gardens which were lovely. After lunch, some of the more adventurous ladies went along the River Cam in a punt and the rest had a look round the town. They had never seen so many bicycles before, which were even tied halfway up trees and railings as Cambridge is mainly pedestrianised, so that was the reason. Next day saw them at Kings Lynn for the market and I can't possibly tell you about the banter they had with a Cockney stall holder - much too much information!! They went on to Sandringham - the weather was glorious and they had a lovely time looking around the house and gardens. When they got back Doreen realised she had lost her camera. The coach driver kindly contacted Sandringham and yes, some-one had handed it in and it would be sent back by special delivery (at no charge).  Doreen fully expected to see Prince Philip coming along Blenheim Drive on his bicycle, but no such luck - it came by Royal Mail (of course). Next day, again in beautiful sunshine, they went on a tour of the local area.  They were taken to Newmarket, where the horse-lovers amongst them were delighted to see, at close quarters, dozens and dozens of horses on the "Gallops".  On to another little village - smaller than Willand, where they caused mayhem. The coach driver told them to walk down to the end of the village where there was a little cafe where they could get a cup of coffee. When they got there, it was not there any more. On the way back to the coach they passed a Church with a ‘Coffee Morning’ sign outside, so in they all trooped The organisers faces were a study, they evidently only get two, or at most three, people to their Coffee Mornings and here was a coach-load of thirsty customers. They went scurrying up the street to the Village shop for more milk and put up tables in the Church itself and pews were used for seating too. They made them so welcome and gave them some lovely home-made cakes and scones. All this was in aid of their local hospice, so they were pleased to be able to swell their funds. They went to the historic wool town of Lavenham and were all busy with their cameras. Final port of call was Bury St. Edmonds and several of them went to the lovely Abbey Gardens, where the flower beds were stunning. They had a lovely holiday, wall to wall sunshine and laughing for five days - they came back exhausted but already thinking about where they could go next year. 

The "walking Group "have been out and  about again, their walk from Coldharbour Mill had to be abandoned due to torrential rain but luckily they were able to hasten back to the tea room at the Mill, so all was not lost. Butterleigh was their next destination and all went well until they met a very lively herd of cows. They all came out unscathed, luckily - the ladies - not the cows. 

We had a lovely outing to Bickleigh Mill, in lovely sunshine, for coffee and then on to lunch at St. Boniface Church at Crediton and in to see the wonderful Flower Festival. The scent of the flowers in the Church was gorgeous. We are thinking about another visit to the Church at Christmastime for their Christmas Tree Festival. We are returning to the Kings Head Public House in July with the Diners Club, this time for an evening meal, as the ladies were very pleased with their lunch there in May.  We are going to Kia Ora in September under the National Garden Scheme Open Days. We have been very busy and will be kept busy in the forthcoming months and this is how we like it. 

May I add a personal note. My son, Billy, would like to say a big thank you to all of you who sponsored him and his 12 year-old daughter on their walk up Mount Snowdon in aid of Prostate Cancer Research, in May. The weather was atrocious, gale-force winds, torrential rain and hail. There were five hundred walkers, in groups of ten, on the mountain that day and the Mountain Rescue Teams, who were stewarding the event, closed the last 10 minutes to the actual summit as conditions were so dangerous. Billy and Georgia completed the walk and between them made £700, which was thanks to all their sponsors. He says he will do it again next year, a cause close to his heart, as many of you know he lost his father Gordon, who was well-known to so many of you,  to this dreadful illness. So thank you all and congratulations to Billy and Georgia.
                                                                                                 Betty Penberthy. 
You only live once but if you do it right, once is enough.

CULM VALLEY MODEL RAILWAY CLUB
Firstly, let me thank those who have contacted us and offered us photographs to copy, so we can get a reasonably good idea of what was actually happening at Tiverton Junction in the 1960’s.  If any of you have further photographs that we can copy to help build the picture, they would be most welcome. The planning of the layout is continuing and we are hoping to start construction of the necessary baseboards at the end of August, when the major work on the Club’s current “N” gauge and “00” gauges layouts will be complete.
We are also now well advanced on our first model railway show, which is to be held on Saturday 24th October at Willand Village Hall. So far we have 11 layouts booked for appearance and there are going to be at least a couple of traders. Those who have internet access can follow the progress on this matter by visiting www.cvmrc.co.uk   - otherwise please call either Peter Fosberry on 01884 821811 or John Crocker on 01884 35589.

Hope is when you realise that now isn’t permanent.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

In April, our talk was on growing alpines and we had the opportunity to purchase some specimens brought along by the speaker. We had a special treat in May, when we had a visit from the Falconry Centre at Sandy Bay, Exmouth. They brought along a barn owl, kestrel, Harris hawk and eagle owl and some of us were given the opportunity to have the eagle owl sitting on our arms – one of the things I have always wanted to do.  The birds were quite well behaved, but were not very well house trained! The speakers gave an interesting insight into rearing and training these beautiful creatures.

Our Plant Sale was very successful. Thank you to everyone who grew plants and who came along to support us. We are off on our outing to Castle Drogo on 11th June, so we hope the weather will be kind and our talk in July will be on chrysanthemums. Visitors are always welcome at 50p per visit (which includes a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit!).

Don’t forget our Flower Show on 9th August. Schedules are available from me or from the main entrance hall in the Village Hall. Please consider putting in an entry. It is very much an amateur show, so everyone is welcome to participate. For further details about the Garden Club and Show, please, email me at candrallan@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828. If you would like me to call you back, just leave a message on my answerphone. Carol Allan     







Observers notice the unnoticeable.
WILLAND SHORT MAT BOWLING CLUB
The club celebrates its 25th anniversary of formation in January 2010 and I am pleased to say that we still have some founder members playing regularly.
The club annually hosts two charity fund-raising matches at the Village Hall and the first this year was the Frances & Arthur Jarrett Charity Triples tournament held on Saturday April 25th. 15 other teams from around the county joined us for a day of friendly competition and refreshments plus a raffle with very many prizes. On the evening of Wednesday May 20th Greer and Keith Erasmus on behalf of the Devon Air Ambulance Trust visited to receive our cheque for the £400 raised at the event. The final was between Oake Tree and Ottery St Mary which the Ottery team won by 9 shots to 5.
Earlier in the year, the club made it on to ITV Westcountry television. Our club President Derek Rowe had approached the ITV office to invite Mark Tyler down from Bristol to film and promote short mat bowling. Mark and his camera man visited on our club night on April 1st to interview and play a few woods. During the evening there were interviews with Derek Rowe, Alan Wright (club Captain), club members Dolly Gautier, Betty Graham, Moya Crisell, Lorna Taverner, and myself. The 3 minute clip of his visit was screened on The Westcountry Tonight in the early evening of Friday April 3rd.
The club meets weekly on Wednesday evenings and on other occasional days there are several internal competitions played and recognition in the form of cups and shields are presented at the anniversary dinner every January. In November each year there is an annual general meeting. During the year, friendly matches are exchanged with nearby clubs and these are very enjoyable.

The game of short mat bowls has some major benefits; enjoyable company and laughter coupled with moderate levels of physical exercise. There is quite an amount of walking involved as well as reaching down to lift and play the woods. All of this is very good for the heart and the humour is good for a sense of well being.
During the Wednesday club nights, 7pm to 10pm, members pay a mat fee of £1 in addition to an annual subscription of £5, of which £3.50 goes to the County Association. Through the County there is a block insurance scheme to cover individual liabilities. Members bring along various gifts for raffling on club nights and at around 8.30pm the draw takes place during the break for tea and biscuits which are not separately charged for. Please do come along and bring friends with you, the first three visits are free. We need more and younger members so that we may continue to thrive as the second oldest short mat club in Devon and help with our charitable work. 
                                                                               Eddie Hebdon, 01884 35753
A mid-life crisis is being too young for a woollie 

and too old to bare your midriff.

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, WILLAND.

There were four professionals arguing about which of them had the oldest and most significant role in society. The first was a Surgeon, who claimed that because God operated on Adam right at the beginning of the Bible in Genesis, chapter two, removing a rib to create woman, then this surely meant surgery was the oldest and most significant role in society. The second professional was an Anaesthetist. ‘Hang on’ he said, pointing out that God had first put Adam into a deep sleep before he removed his rib, which would mean anaesthetics was surely the greatest of the professions. At which point an Architect entered the debate pointing out that in Genesis, chapter one, God created the heavens and earth and it is described as bringing ‘order out of chaos’, this surely is the work of an Architect, the oldest and greatest profession of them all.  At which point a politician raised his voice and said…. Yes, but who created the chaos? 
I am writing this article on the day of the local elections and am off, later today, to the village hall to cast my vote. By the time you read this, our new local councillors will have been decided upon and I hope that whoever is representing the interests of our community will have an effective time in office and that things will be far from chaotic.
Politics, like religion, is one of those subjects that we tend to approach with caution; it’s a matter of personal choice and inevitably our views are going to differ. What both do agree on, at the most fundamental level, is that people have the ability to make an enormous difference in the world in which we live. Two thousand years ago Jesus taught that the most radical way to transform society was simply to love your neighbour as yourself. In a very real sense this is ‘the golden rule’. That wisdom has, at its heart, an individual choice to treat others as we would wish to be treated. In the light of the latest political scandal regarding MP’s expenses and the way in which the media, the MP’s themselves and the public have responded, I cannot help but wonder if things might have been very different if all had taking the ‘golden rule’ more seriously.  With love and prayers,                                                    Rev Anna x

Children’s Holiday Club at St Mary’s Church.

All primary school aged children are warmly welcome to step through the wardrobe door into Narnia, for three fun filled mornings during the summer holidays. August 19, 20th & 21st, 10am – 12noon, St Mary’s Church Hall, Rectory Close. Telephone Elaine for further details: 820542
Value what works, never breaks down and never gets lost.

SAINT MICHAEL’S CHAPEL, AYSHFORD

Together with all other Heritage properties, the mediaeval chapel, in the hamlet of Ayshford, will be open to visitors from 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. from Thursday 10th September to Sunday 13th September.  Notable features are the early 15th century screen and wagon roof and the pre-Art Deco glass windows, featuring the ‘Te Deum’, created in 1848 by the Wellington stained glass artist John Toms. A sarcophagus tomb for Henry Ayshford (1664-1666) can be seen in the chancel and on the north wall of the nave is an ornate wall monument for the last of the male line John Ayshford (1641-1690) and his wife Susanna. 

Extensive restoration was undertaken in the mid-19th century by the Ayshford-Sanford family, to whom the estate devolved in 1690 and in 2001-2003 by the charity Friends of Friendless Churches, which now owns a 125 year lease on this de-consecrated chapel.

Best approached by the towpath from Sampford Peverell (1.25 miles) or by driving to Ayshford and parking on the canal slip road – there is no parking or turning on the private road beyond the bridge. Cross the bridge and enter the chapel field by the small gate short of the entrance to the Court. BUT PLEASE - no dogs and please close the gate after you as there are chickens and sheep in this field. If you are disabled, please note that the only access to the chapel is a 60 yard walk on the road and another 30 yards across uneven & rough pasture.

Friends of Friendless Churches have recently published Ayshford’s Heritage, a history of the chapel, the adjacent Ayshford Court, which has pre-Domesday origins, and the community that supported the Ayshford family. The book is available for £5 from Sampford Peverell Post Office, the village Spar shop and Minnows Caravan Park or on the day from Mrs Kelland in the bungalow opposite the field gate to the chapel.                                                          C.S.F.
I can always pray for someone when I don't 
have the strength to help them in some other way.
A TRIBUTE TO RON SANDERS:

Ronald William Sanders, known to us all as Ron, was born in 1915, 93 years ago at Elm View Farm, Willand. Ron was one of three children born to Tom and Evanlena Sanders. He was a farmer and a butcher’s boy and sadly, both Ron’s siblings, Tim and Sylvia, died as youngsters, so Ron grew up as an only child, attending the Old School in Willand. He was a bright boy and went on to Tiverton Middle School (latterly the Grammar School) and would travel there daily on the old Tivvy Bumper branch line, pickup and put down in the village. After school years, he joined the family business as a butcher and he met Vera whilst on his delivery rounds on his bike. He delivered meat to her parents in Kentisbeare and even when there was no meat to deliver, he could be found waiting at their gate to see Vera. They eventually married at St Mary’s church Kentisbeare and made their home here in Willand at Elm View Farm.

The war years came and Ron was called up for service spending time in both the RAF and the Army. Eventually called back to England to the butchery business to take over from his father, he and Vera would recall hearing the dog fights overhead and watching the Luftwaffe flying across from Sidmouth Gap to the ports in Cardiff and Swansea.  After the war, Ron and Vera were blessed with three sons and it was as the children were growing up, they began taking in Bed and Breakfast customers. The idea was born when Elm View became open-house during the Coronation. Ron and Vera owned the only TV in the village and so everyone packed in for the celebrations. Someone suggested they did B& B and they never looked back…

In the 1950’s Ron suffered a bout of serious ill health. Local medics were at a loss as to how to treat his condition but Vera was determined to see him through it and so they headed off to Harley Street for treatment, which was successful. It was during this time that the village showed its true colours, everyone rallying round to ensure the farm and the shop ran smoothly, the boys cared for and deliveries made.
Ron was a pillar of the village. A founder member of the Tennis Club, involved in the building of the Village Hall in Gables Road and there were endless fundraising events which were coordinated by Vera and him, as well as the Willand Carnival. Ron enjoyed a game of cricket with the village side and during retirement became an active member of both the over 60’s club and the short mat bowls club. He also played outdoor bowls for Uffculme.
In the 1970’s the herd was sold and the butchery business became Ron’s main line of work for a further ten years. Ron was a ‘people person’, never in too much of a hurry to stop and pass the time of day. Sadly, Vera died in 2005, at the age of 88, after well over 60 years of marriage. Although Ron missed her dreadfully, he adapted to an independent life alone at Elm View Farm. 

ADVERTISING
Here’s another of those Willand small businesses near the lower end of my waiting list that needs a ‘plug’ until space is available. 
“Fairfoods is a new company which provides delicious catering for meetings, events and special occasions. Our chef has trained in vegetarian catering and is passionate about this innovative cuisine: all the food offered is vegetarian and there is a good selection of wheat and gluten-free options, including our own gluten-free bread in plain, seed and sun-dried tomato. 
Fairfoods make the most of fresh seasonal vegetables in their menu and use organic vegetables where possible. Dairy and egg-free diets are catered for and if you would like to sample our food or put in an order, please ring Fairfoods on 01884 34974 - delivery in Willand is free. Alternatively, browse our website for more information: www.fairfoods.org.uk ”                 Clare Persey
For those who like searching the internet for unusual businesses, have a look at
www.dirtystreetadvertising.com   Ed.
Some of the best players are waiting in the wings.
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
"You cannot legislate the poor out of poverty by legislating the wealthy into poverty. What one person receives without working for, another person must work for without receiving. The government cannot give anything to anybody it doesn’t first take from somebody else. When half of the people have the idea that they do not have to work because the other half is going to take care of them - and when the other half gets the idea that it does no good to work because somebody else is going to get what they work for, that, my friend, is about the end of the nation. You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it!"  Anon
Beware of living life like a non-stop emergency.
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
On Wednesday 21st May 2009, Bishop Robert Evans, better known as ‘Bishop Bob’, came to visit Willand School. Bishop Bob is the Bishop of Crediton and we were very interested to find out a little more about him. Firstly he led an assembly. He was asked a series of questions prepared by each class especially for his visit. He answered them very honestly and came across as a very friendly person. He was very entertaining and funny and even had Bob the Builder to help him with his story which carried a very important message, that life goes on but you  do  have  the  power  to  do  things  for yourself.  One thing we shall never forget is that… Bishop Bob says, ‘Life’s not BORING!’
The whole of Year 6 have just returned from three action-packed days on Dartmoor!  After some team games, orienteering, rock climbing, shelter building, archery, a bonfire, a visit from Mr Lang and Mrs Hope and a long night walk they have managed to work their way back home.  This is the first residential trip to Dartmoor since Willand School started going to Dartmoor on day trips and this new experience has been truly exciting and fun-filled for all of us, I’m certain we would all go back and do it again tomorrow!  Of course this marvellous trip could not have gone ahead unless the extraordinary effort from Miss Leather, Miss Norrish, Mrs Davison, Mrs Goff and Mr Maynard had not been put in, this is really appreciated.  
By the time you read this you will hopefully have joined us at the Willand School Sports Day on Tuesday 19th June at Willand Rovers Football Ground. We have all been practising really hard and everyone is excited about the event.  This year the teams are equally as good, so it’s going to be close! Keep your fingers crossed for some good weather - we don’t want it to be rained off! Sports day is one of the most loved events of year, we hope you didn’t miss it!

The Key Stage Two play this year is Oliver Twist. The dress rehearsal is going to be held at Willand School in the hall on Tuesday 14 July in the afternoon, which all ages are invited to but especially our senior citizens. The actual play is going to be held on 15 and 16 July in the evening. Year 6 will make up the cast, Year 5 the dancers and Years 3 and 4 will be the choir. Everyone is invited to come and watch. Tickets can be bought from the office. We hope you come and see our FABULOUS show with dancing and singing. You will definitely enjoy it if you can make it, which we hope you can! 

On the 22nd of July there will be a year six leavers’ assembly. All of Year 6 will share two of their favourite moments from their school lives. They will receive a book from the teachers Miss Leather and Miss Norrish. We hope you will be able to make it, however be warned… you may arrive with a dry face, but you won’t leave with one, the memories will most definitely bring you to tears, of both sadness and joy! 

Anthony,   Jamare,   Emily,   India,   Jack,   Lauren,
Niamh,   Rhianna,   Yasmin,   Katie,   Leonie   &   Emily.
A verbal contract is sometimes worth more than 

the paper it’s not written on.
ST MARY’S CHURCH, KENTISBEARE
“Time, like an ever rolling stream” is the title of a Fantastic Flower Festival to be held in St Mary’s Church in Kentisbeare on July 10, 11 & 12th. The Festival celebrates the 750th anniversary of the Church in the village and wider community. The abundant arrangements depicting people, events and occasions from the past have been designed by Claire Foley of The Cullompton and District Flower Club and will be created by talented local Flower Arrangers filling the Church with beauty, colour, peace and the smell of summer. Some people are a little hazy about flower festivals. A lot of flowers and flower arrangements on display at a village show perhaps?  But there is more to them. They are a form of floral art, using flowers as the medium to celebrate, inform and bewitch. Far too good to miss. The Church will be open from 10-00 a.m. to 7-00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and from 10-00 a.m. to 4-00 on Sunday.  There will also be delicious refreshments in the village hall for you to enjoy before or after visiting the festival. 
Come and join us on Sunday for the Festival Church Service at 2-30 p.m. The Festival will be part of 3 days of village events including an Opening Ceremony on Friday afternoon performed by the local Primary School, open air concerts ‘In the Park’ which will include Kentisbeare Children’s Orchestra and massed voices on Friday evening and Jazz on Saturday evening. Enjoy a Medieval Market and Street Party on Saturday afternoon and a Treasure Hunt followed by a Hog Roast and barbecue on Sunday.  There will be ample car parking in the village hall car park and overflow car park – just follow the signs.                For further information contact Pippa Lovering 01884 266107
Insomnia is when all the unsorted thoughts are still flying around.
IS YOUR VEHICLE VULNERABLE?
Over the last month we have seen a small increase in the number of vehicle crimes committed in Willand.  These range from a theft of a motor vehicle to a few cars having their windows smashed and items inside them being stolen. We are advising residents to be more security conscious when it comes to their cars and asking that members of the community let us know about anyone or anything they see that looks suspicious.
As a car owner there are a few things you can do to make your car more secure: 

                Never leave anything on display in your car if it is unattended (even  

                for a short period of time). This includes CD’s and mobile phones.
                Never leave anything valuable in your car, even if it’s locked away
                in the boot. 

                Don’t leave your Satellite Navigation system in your glove box or 
                anywhere else in the car when you leave your vehicle. Try and
                remember to wipe away the mark it leaves on the inside of your 
                windscreen after every time you use it, as some criminals
                specifically target cars, where they can see these marks, in the hope 
                they’ll find the system inside.
                Always remember to lock your car, again, even if you are only 
                leaving it for a short period of time and never leave your car parked 
                with the windows open.

                If you have a wheel lock for your car then use it and if your car has
                an alarm make sure it is activated when you leave your car.
                When parking your car up for the night, try and park it in a well-lit 
                area or in a garage if you have one.  

                If you are going away for a length of time but leaving your car at 
                home, let your neighbours know and ask them to keep an eye on it. 

It’s the small things you do that can make a big difference and prevent you becoming a victim of vehicle crime.                                          P.C. Katie Rich
Only adventurous people have adventures.

MORE FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“I work on the Identity Card system for the UK Government. The ‘National Identity Register’ is the most detailed citizen database of its kind in the world. I am security cleared, which means I can get anything I want, on any UK resident. Address, health info, financial records, criminal records, whatever. 
It’s all meant to be stored securely but anyone who works on the project knows it can’t be. Better yet, I have a contact who works for a mobile telephone company, so sometimes I can cross-match a person to their geographical location for the last six months or more. I know exactly who they speak to. And when their mother calls. And where she lives, too.

I sell information, if the price is right. Trade is good at the moment. It’s mostly private investigators and newspapers but I get some unusual stuff too. I don’t ask questions. It’s nothing personal; it’s just business. 

I am God :o)”    Advertisement in New Statesman, 1st June 2009 for NO2ID

Don’t go along with the crowd if you want to stand out.
UFFCULME  REAL  ALE  and  OUTDOOR  MUSIC  FESTIVAL

Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th July at  Magelake  Hall in Uffculme. Free entry. Last year the Magelake Hall committee decided to hold a real Ale and Music festival to raise some much needed funds for the refurbishment of the Hall.   After only a limited success, largely due to the un-seasonal downpours, we have been persuaded to try again. This year  we have the return of local band “That’ll Do” who were very well received last year, performing live on stage on Friday evening and on Saturday we have two other local favourites “Monopole”, and “Midnight America”, who have entertained the village in the past. The bands will be performing outside in trailers, weather permitting but should this not be possible they will perform in the hall instead.
There will be 10 local, competitively priced, cask ales on sale and the bar will be open as usual for those who prefer an alternative to real ales and of course food will be available. Tasting notes will be provided for each of the real ales, to give an idea of how each one should taste and of course to let you know the strength!

Friday evening begins at 6 o’clock and continues until last orders at 11.30pm.  On Saturday we start earlier at 2pm until last orders at 11.30pm. Admission is FREE on both days. Some of you may already know that this is the second such event we have organised, although the weather was atrocious last year.  In the unlikely event that the weather turns against us again, this event will not be cancelled as we have the capacity to hold it inside the building. Don’t forget!  Put the dates in your diary!  Admission is FREE!! Any queries please contact Mike Brandon on 01884 841127 or mikejbrandon@hotmail.com                          Hope to see you all there! On behalf of the Magelake Hall and Recreation Ground, Registered Charity,                                                        Mike Brandon
Dreamers with open eyes are something else.
LETTER TO NICK SANDERSON, MID DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Dear Sir,  I have previously spent untold hours on the telephone to MDDC,  I have sent reams of correspondence, both by letter and email, raising concerns about the Grass Cutting routine that was in place for Willand. The replies received were unbelievable, with excuses like it rains in the summer, the grass grows too fast in the summer months, it is the wrong type of grass and we do not have the equipment to meet the levels of need, are just some examples. 


Year after year it went on, until it was agreed to bring the Grass Cutting scheme 'In House', which, we were told, would be the answer.  There would be no more problems, with a new team and wide ranging new equipment, along with greater powers. Within a year, the new operations had shown signs of failure and a new structure was implemented - and so it goes on. This issue is not unique to Willand.  However, as I live here, I feel very strongly about your somewhat flippant remarks after your recent visit to Willand, in that you believed the grass, as had been cut, was to a 'good' standard.  That comment shows very clearly just how out of touch MDDC is with the real world.  Indeed, I would go as far as to say that in my opinion, your comment of 'good' is an insult both to The Parish Council and our Community.
It beggars believe that as the local authority, your department, representing MDDC, see this disgraceful mess as the acceptable standard. Why, therefore, is the same standard not applied in other areas of the District, in particular Tiverton, where the overall quality of maintenance is very, very different?  This dramatic fall in the level of service Willand receives for the grass cutting programme is the tip of the iceberg when it comes to the reduced levels of support from MDDC - and I can cite a number of other examples.

Our Vicar and a number of other helpers actually worked very hard to clear the mess left by your staff, so that a wedding could take place in pleasant surroundings.  Also, their efforts were a mark of respect to those buried under the overwhelming piles of cut grass. As you have noticed, there are different standards of appearance of the numerous grassed areas in our parish.  The answer to that is simple - those areas were either cut on time, or are looked after by a small army of individual, caring residents.

I attended a village event recently and the level of disquiet was very clear on this subject - and it isn't going to go away. The geographical size of Willand is very small compared to other parishes but its population is much greater than most, as is its contribution to MDDC.  The service we receive is nowhere near what should be seen as 'good, sound, value for money'. To that end, any corrective action must reflect a totally new programme to manage the Grass Cutting routine here in Willand.       Regards,                                Eddie Dennis 

Ed’s note: I totally agree with Eddie. In addition, weeds and grass have been growing, uninterrupted, in kerbs and gutters throughout the parish for at least two years, in addition to similar growth in those areas of the village that have ‘paved’ areas of roadway, which are the responsibility of D.C.C. Like many other villages, we try to take a pride in where we live. There are some people here who actually PAY to have the grass cut outside their house - grass for which MDDC have the responsibility to maintain. Because of this situation, Nick Sanderson was invited to put Mid Devon’s view on the matter at the June Parish Council meeting. It was explained that 25 years ago, the routine was to cut the grass areas ten times in a thirty-week annual period. There are now considerably more grassed areas in the District, with Devon County Council being responsible for the majority of them, which are scheduled for only six cuts a year but are supplemented with the remainder, which are the responsibility of MDDC with a ten-cut-a-year schedule, whose staff carry out all the cutting. Budget and staff restraints are the problem and the equipment used appears to have been chosen to do the job in the quickest possible time. It would really be best if you read the June P.C. meeting minutes for the full story. As Eddie says, this problem is not going away
This is an opportune time to say a very sincere ‘thank you’ to all those residents who go to great lengths to keep the village tidy, not forgetting Anna Norman-Walker and her ‘team’. One of our District Councillors, Diane Brandon, has volunteered to receive all the complaints residents wish to make and pass them on to those responsible, to try to achieve change. The more Diane receives, the more influence it will have. Her contact details are inside the front cover. 
Think of posterity – plant an acorn
CHICKS SUMMER FAYRE & TEDDY BEARS PICNIC
Sunday 12th July - 11am to 4pm at Moorland Retreat, Brentor, Tavistock Pl19 0LX.  Think of a sunny afternoon, picnic blankets laid out on a freshly mown lawn.  Then think of plenty of food to eat, the smell of barbecue food, teddy bear cakes, strawberries & cream, ice cream and so on.

 

Go on to think of happy children playing fun teddy bear games, a teddy bear treasure hunt, teddy bear face painting, bouncy castle and much, much more. And then think of entertainment in the form of "Freshly Squeezed" a live jazz/funk band and then there's the main arena with performances including Plymouth Raiders Cheerleaders, Tavistock Twirlers, Falconry Display, Morris Dancers, and last year’s Britain's Got Talent Semi Finalists FLAVA.

 

All of this is why you wouldn't want to miss this event!  Best of all, entry is completely FREE!  CHICKS is a registered charity providing disadvantaged children from all across the UK a free respite break. For more information visit our website on www.chicks.org.uk  Registered Charity: 1080953. 

                                                                                                      Jo Westerman
If you are going to scale mountains, 

make sure there is a film in your camera.
ANOTHER LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Residents,  As you all know now, the County Elections are all done and dusted. I am pleased to say I have been re-elected with a bigger majority with a reduced turn out. I want to thank all the people who came and voted, it is our right and duty to vote, if you vote you can moan. Apart from all that, politics are on the side now, it is my duty to represent every person in this Ward, so no matter what your political views are, I will do that.
At the time of writing this, I do not know what my roll will be in County Hall, but there is a change of administration, the first time for twenty years. Last time around I was on the Investment and Pensions, Policy and Resources and the Development Control Committees, as well as many smaller committees. I expect it will be along those same lines this time around. I will know in the next week or so. But my main concern will be the interests of the Willand and Uffculme Division, which covers from Willand to Smeatharpe, across to Clayhanger and back to Sampford Peverell and everything in between.  I will make sure our voice is heard at County Hall. Please feel free to contact me if there is something that is worrying you or you are unsure about. I can't help if I don’t know.    Regards,                                                                   Ray Radford
The best thing about the future is the uncertainty.
WILLAND SCOUT GROUP
Our thanks to those who supported the public meeting about starting a Scout Group in Willand.  We had enough interest to lead us to hope to start a small Beaver Scout Colony in September.  Two potential leaders are beginning by working with another Colony.  Our challenge now is to find volunteers to form a committee, in particular a Chair, Treasurer and Secretary.  Anyone interested in getting involved or finding out what is involved should contact the District Commissioner, Father Robert Miller, 01398 324217 - rescentre@amserve.com
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

Firstly, all of us at the History Group would like express our sorrow at
the recent loss of Ron Sanders and we send our condolences to his family
and friends.  Like John Spearing, who passed away earlier this year, Ron
was always happy to answer any queries we had and assist us with our
various projects, whether it be lending us photos or imparting valuable
memories.  Perhaps uniquely, his memories and knowledge of Willand spanned the ten decades that he had lived in the parish.  Ron had many broad and vivid recollections from his childhood onwards, of the people and places
of Willand and the many events that occurred in the village during his
lifetime. There were personal stories, such as his raising and running a
village cricket team in the 1930s or his varied duties in the Home Guard,
but he was also able to give astute descriptions of other aspects of local
history such as the ups and downs of running a farm in Willand.  Ron's
deep knowledge of Willand and our locality, along with his cheerful
willingness to help, will be much missed.

At our meeting on 12th May, Brian Holmes kindly produced maps and relayed
his experiences of walking Willand's parish boundary a few years ago. 
Although he completed this in three stages and over three days, he
agreed it would be feasible to at least attempt walking the entire boundary
(plus a few unavoidable detours) in one day. So, we have set a date for the History Group to 'Beat the Bounds', weather permitting, on Saturday 18th July 2009. We intend to seek all the relevant permissions from landowners but should we miss any, or should any tenants be unaware, if on the Saturday in question you see a small group of people in the fields around Willand, looking lost, struggling through a hedgerow or about to fall in a stream, that'll be us!
All being well, one of our main themes for our 2009 Exhibition will be our Beating the Bounds, including images from our boundary walk, and
histories of places around the parish boundary. Further to this we discussed the theme for 2010 Exhibition and we thought it might be a good idea to base it around Tiverton Junction (Station and Settlement), and perhaps expand this into a bigger project. This will include researching the history of that area of the parish, recording people’s memories as well as collecting (and copying) photos relating to that area. As well as the Railway Station, this would include topics such as the Railway Hotel/Assembly Rooms, nearby housing developments (Park Street/Somerlea/Fir Close), the shops on Station Road and all the industries and businesses based around Tiverton Junction. So if you think you might have any photos (right up to and including the last ten years) or other items that are connected to Tiverton Junction or the people and places around there, we would be more than happy to hear from you.

Finally, there has been plenty of recent coverage and controversy about proposed gypsy settlements in the area.  While not becoming involved on either side of the argument, it is worth noting that there are references to a non-permanent 'traveller' presence in our parish going back many years.  For example, the 1901 census for Willand shows a young family living close to the Halfway House, presumably in their horse drawn caravan.   The occupation of Mr Buckland (aged 29), the head of the family, is given as 'traveller', while his wife Selina (aged 28) is described as a 'hawker'; they also had a two-year-old son named Alfy.  The places they were born, Cricklade (Wilts), Malvern (Worcs) and Bristol (Glous) respectively, reveal something of the range of their previous travels.                                     James Morrison (01884 250057)
An over-protected child will never protect him/herself
NOT A LOT OF PEOPLE KNOW THAT……

The approximate average number of daily traffic movements on the M5 motorway between Junctions 27 and 28 is 29000. There are also 130 rail movements over the same period.

Love your neighbour but keep the fence. 
AND FINALLY
Like many other small businesses, I understand the Magic Roundabout Construction Company and its’ staff are struggling during the current economic situation. A number of internal meetings have been held, not only to re-assure the staff that diversification is being investigated but also to ensure their welfare is not overlooked. I am trying to establish the up-to-date situation from all points of view and will try to give you news in the next issue.
WILLAND DIARY            
JULY
Thursday       2nd    Methodist Church Coffee Morning                          10.00am

Thursday       2nd    CAMEO – Work of the Blue Cross Kennels WVH, 
Fr/Sat        3rd/4th     Uffculme Real Ale & Music Festival, Magelake Hall 

Monday         6th    Culm District Flower Club            W.V.H.,                2.00pm

Tuesday        7th
    Willand Rovers Bingo                   W.V.H.,                7.30pm

Wednesday   8th
    Willand Garden Club  “Chrysanthemums”  W.V.H., 7.30pm

Thursday      9th     Over 60’s club                                              W.V.H., 2.15pm

Fri/Sat/Sun 19/11/12 St.Mary’s Church, Kentisberae, Fantastic Flower Festival

Saturday      11th    Over 60’s coffee morning              W.V.H.,10.15 – 11.30pm
Sunday        12th    Chicks Summer Fayre and Teddy Bears Picnic

Tues/Wed/Thurs 14/15/16 Willand Primary School Pre Stage Two Play. 

Friday          17th    Blood Donors - afternoon and evening        W.V.H.
Monday       20th    Over 60’s Club – ‘Mystery Outing’             W.V.H., 9.30am

Tuesday       21st    Willand Rovers Bingo                                  W.V.H., 7.30pm
Wednesday  22nd   Willand Primary School Year Six Leavers Assembly

Saturday      25th    Mid Devon Show 

Saturday      25th    Youth Club Bingo                                        W.V.H., 7.30pm
Sunday        26th    Majorettes at Village Hall    -   all day

Tuesday      28th    Willand Village Hall Whist Drive                W.V.H., 7.45pm
AUGUST
Monday       3rd
    Culm District Flower Club                          W.V.H.,  2.00pm
Tuesday       4th 
   Willand Rovers Bingo                                  W.V.H.,  7.30pm
Thursday     6th      Methodist Church Coffee morning                           10.00am

Thursday     6th      CAMEO American Supper/Social Evening

Saturday      8th
   Willand Flower and Vegetable Show           W.V.H., 2.30pm

Thursday    13th     Over 60’s Club                                             W.V.H., 2.15pm

Thursday  13th       CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE SEPT/OCT.  MAG.
Tuesday     18th     Willand Rovers Bingo                                  W.V.H., 7.30pm
Wed/Thurs/Fri 19/20/21 St. Mary’s Children’s Holiday Club

Friday        21st     Cowgirl Twisters                                           W.V.H., 7.30pm
Monday     24th     Over 60’s club outing – The New Forest      W.V.H., 9.00am

Tuesday     25th
   Willand Village Hall Whist Drive                 W.V.H., 7.45pm
Saturday    29th     WILLAND GARDEN CLUB – ANNUAL SHOW

Saturday    29th 
   Youth Club Bingo                                         W.V.H., 7.30pm
SEPTEMBER 
Tuesday       1st 
   Willand Rovers Bingo                                  W.V.H.,  7.30pm
Thursday     3rd      Methodist Church Coffee Morning                           10.00am

Thursday     3rd     CAMEO – Land of Fire and Ice – Talk & Slides

Monday      7th
   Culm District Flower Club                           W.V.H.,  2.00pm
